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TEXAS LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EXECS SAY NO TO HB 12
Telephonic press conference with major police chiefs and sheriffs on THURSDAY

“Arizona-style law would undermine public safety”

(AUSTIN, Texas) —  In response to Governor Rick Perry’s ‘emergency’ request, members of the 
Texas House of Representatives will debate House Bill 12, the so-called “sanctuary cities” bill on 
Friday.  

HB 12, which has been presented as a public safety measure, is most fervently opposed by police 
chiefs and sheriffs who would be mandated to enforce it in their departments. 

Reform Immigration for Texas Alliance trusts in the expert knowledge of law enforcement 
executives and opposes HB 12 on the grounds that it would undermine public safety, divert limited 
police resources away from protecting the public against serious crime and it would discourage 
immigrant victims and witnesses from helping the police.

If HB 12 is meant to keep Texans safe, it just isn’t going to accomplish that. And on Thursday, 
major law enforcement leaders from across Texas will explain why. “On behalf of the Austin Police 
Department, I thank Sheriff Wiles’ for his commitment and fully support his efforts to protect our 
communities,” said Austin Police Chief Art Acevedo. Fernando Garcia, executive director of the 
Border Network for Human Rights and executive committee member of RITA will moderate this 
important discussion. 

ASK LAW ENFORCEMENT LEADERS WHY THEY OPPOSE HB 12

When: Thursday, May 5, 2011 at 4 p.m. Central (2 p.m. Pacific, 3 p.m. Mountain, 5 p.m. Eastern)
Who: El Paso County Sheriff Richard Wiles
 Dallas County Sheriff Lupe Valdez 
 McAllen Police Chief Victor Rodriguez
 Bexar County Sheriff Amadeo Ortiz
 Arlington Police Deputy Chief Jennifer White

Call: 800-895-0231
Pass Code: 765423

Reform Immigration for Texas Alliance is a multi-sector statewide network dedicated to building support for 
comprehensive immigration reform. RITA’s goal is to present a common, pro-reform Texas voice and educate Texas 
elected officials about the need to fix America’s broken immigration system with fair, humane and sensible policies that 
foster America’s strength, security and prosperity.
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